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Candidates are required to give their answers in their own words
as far as practicable.
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The figures in the margin indicate full marks.

Answer any one question carrying 20 marks, any two questions carrying 10 marks and
any two questions carrying 5 marks from each Unit.

Unit - 1

1. Discuss the art of the Mauryan period. Explain its linkage to political ideology and religious practice.
12+8

2. Discuss how Mathura became a major centre of artistic activity in the Pre-Gupta era and produced a
distinctive cultural tradition. 20

3. Describe the Ka ar ya Mah deo Temple at Khajuraho. Assess its importance in the Central Indian
temple style. 12+8

4. Discuss the importance of Sarnath as a major centre of sculptural art during the rule of the imperial
Guptas. 10
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5. Bring out the architectural features of the rathas of Mahabalipuram and assess their importance in the
history of Indian architecture. 10

6. Write a brief note on the Medical Texts composed in the Gupta period. 10

7. Write a brief note on the tora a of Sanchi Stupa No. 1. 5

8. What is meant by the ‘six limbs’ of painting? 5

9. Write a short note on the architectural features of the Li gar ja temple of Bhuvaneswar. 5

10. Write a short note on Paharpur terracotta art. 5

Unit - 2

11. What are the main sources for writing the history of the Vedic religion? Is it possible to find a
well-defined hierarchy among the gods of the Vedic pantheon? 10+10

12. Discuss about the development of the Buddhist sa gha. How were the Vik us and Vik un s incorporated
in the Buddhist sa gha? 20

13. Discuss, in brief, about the main features of Jain religion, comment on the Jain T rtha karas. 20

14. What was the role of the Vaishnava lv  saints in the spread of Vaishnavism in South India? 10

15. What role did the Bengal Pur as play in the spread of Brahminism in the early-medieval and subsequent
period of Bengal history? 10

16. Write a short essay on K p likas and K l mukhas. 10

17. Analyse the nature of the Vajray na form of Buddhism. 5

18. What was the significance of the ‘ ra yaka’ in the later Vedic literature? 5

19. Write a brief note on Nalanda Mah vih ra. 5

20. Did temples have any role in the spread of Brahmanical culture and state formation in the early-medieval
period of Indian history? 5


